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ABSTRACT: A novel series of 1,3,4-oxadiazole derivatives containing a 5-phenyl-2-furan moiety were synthesized from the
intermediates diacylhydrazine 3 and acylhydrazone 5 via an efficient approach under microwave irradiation in good yields. Their
structures were characterized by IR, 1H NMR, and elemental analysis. The antifungal tests indicated that the title compounds
showed in vivo fungicidal activity against Botrytis cinerea and Rhizoctonia solanii at 500 μg/mL obviously. Some tested compounds
even had a superiority effect over the commercial fungicides 40% Pyrimethanil SC and 3% Validamycin AS. The activity between
the title compound and their precursors diacylhydrazine 3 and acylhydrazone 5 was also compared and discussed.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1,3,4-Oxadiazoles and their derivatives have a wide range of
biological activities including antimicrobial,1 antifungal,2

insecticidal,3 antitumor,4 anti-inflammatory,5 and antihyperten-
sive6 activities. The widespread use of 1,3,4-oxadiazoles as a
scaffold in pesticidal and medicinal chemistry establishes this
moiety as an important structural class.
The common synthetic method for these compounds is

cyclodehydration of diacylhydrazines and their derivatives with
dehydrants, such as phosphorus oxychloride,7 trifluoroacetic
anhydride,8 thionyl chloride,9 polyphosphoric acid,10 and so on.
However, the conventional route to cyclodehydration in
dehydrants solution showed certain disadvantages; for example,
(a) the reaction conditions for the synthesis of oxadiazoles involve
longer durations of time, and (b) the yields of oxadiazoles are
low. Recently, there has been growing interest in the application
of microwave irradiation in chemical reaction enhancement, the
salient features being improved reaction rates and increased
yields.11

The furan ring is an electron-rich system that is amenable to
various chemical reactions and easily forms hydrogen bonds
with different kinds of biological enzymes. It was reported that
the derivatives of 5-phenyl-2-furan showed broad-spectrum
antibacterial,12 plant growth regulator,13 and herbicidal14 activity,
which also exhibited pharmacological properties, including
serving as anti-inflammatory agents15 and methionine amino-
peptidase inhibitors.16 Thus, 5-phenyl-2-furan was regarded as an
active scaffold in drug design.
In our previous work, some benzoylureas,17 acylhydrazones,18

diacylhydrazines,19 semicarbazide,20 pyrazole, and 1,2,4-tri-
azole21 derivatives containing 5-phenyl-2-furan moiety were
designed and synthesized. All of the compounds showed diverse
and promising bioactivities such as insecticidal, fungicidal, and
antitumor activities. In continuation of our research on the
design and synthesis of bioactive compounds, a series of novel
1,3,4-oxadiazole derivatives containing 5-phenyl-2-furan moiety
were designed (Scheme 1) and synthesized from the precursors

diacylhydrazine 3 and acylhydrazone 5 via an efficient approach
under microwave irradiation in good yields (Scheme 2). Their
antifungal activities were evaluated, and the activity between the
title compound and their precursors was also compared and
discussed in this paper.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS
2.1. Instruments. All of the melting points were determined with a

Cole-Parmer melting point apparatus, while the thermometer was
uncorrected. IR spectra were recorded on a NEXUS-470 FTIR (Nicolet)
spectrometer with KBr pellets. 1H NMR spectra were recorded with a
Bruker DPX300 instrument, while tetramethylsilane was used as the
internal standard. Analytical thin-layer chromatography (TLC) was
carried out on precoated plates (silica gel 60 F254), and spots were
visualized with ultraviolet (UV) light. Elemental analysis, which was
performed at the laboratory of the Institute of Chemistry, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, was carried out with a Flash EA 1112 elemantal
analyzer. Mass spectra were measured on a Bruker ESQUIRE-LC
spectrometer. The microwave-assisted reaction was carried out with a
CEM Microwave synthesizer (CEM Discover S-Class).

2.2. Synthetic Procedures. 2.2.1. General Synthetic Procedure
for the Key Intermediates. Intermediate 2 was synthesized from
substituted aniline by Meerwein arylation reaction using the reported
procedure.17,22 Intermediates 3 and 5 were synthesized according to
our previous literatures.18,19

N-(4-Bromobenzoyl)-N′-[5-(2′-chlorophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine
3a (R1 = 4-Br; R2 = 2-Cl): white powdery crystals; yield, 67.3%; mp
219−220 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.34 (d, J = 3.69 Hz,
1H, FuH), 7.39 (d, J = 3.69 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.42−7.54 (m, 2H, ArH-Fu),
7.62 (dd, J = 7.83, 1.29 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.75−7.79 (m, 2H, ArH),
7.86−7.89 (m, 2H, ArH), 8.23 (dd, J = 7.80, 1.73 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 10.64
(s, 1H, NH), 10.66 (s, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for C18H12BrClN2O3: C,
51.52; H, 2.88; N, 6.68. Found: C, 51.52; H, 2.95; N, 6.67.

N-(4-methylbenzoyl)-N′-[5-(4′-chlorophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine
3b (R1 = 4-CH3; R

2 = 4-Cl): light yellow powdery crystals; yield,
56.3%; mp 242−244 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.23
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(d, J = 3.60 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.34 (d, J = 3.63 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.56−7.61
(m, 3H, 2ArH + ArH-Fu), 7.68−7.72 (m, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.88−7.91
(m, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.95 (t, J = 1.71 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.99−8.02 (m,
2H, ArH), 10.66 (s, 2H, NHNH). Anal. calcd (%) for C19H15ClN2O3:
C, 64.32; H, 4.26; N, 7.90. Found: C, 64.39; H, 4.39; N, 7.82.
N-(4-chlorobenzoyl)-N′-[5-(2′-nitrophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine 3c

(R1 = 4-Cl; R2 = 2-NO2): light yellow powdery crystals; yield,
79.8%; mp 193−194 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 6.96 (d,
J = 3.66 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.40 (d, J = 3.66 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.60−7.64 (m,
2H, ArH), 7.70 (td, J = 7.77, 1.34 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.84 (td, J = 7.65,
1.23 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.91−7.95 (m, 2H, ArH), 8.00−8.04 (m, 2H,
ArH-Fu), 10.59 (s, 1H, NH), 10.62 (s, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for
C18H12ClN3O5: C, 56.04; H, 3.14; N, 10.89. Found: C, 55.92; H, 3.11;
N, 10.87.
N-(4-methoxybenzoyl)-N′-[5-(2′-nitrophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine

3d (R1 = 4-OCH3; R2 = 2-NO2): yellow powdery crystals; yield,
69.7%; mp 197−198 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 3.84 (s,
3H, OCH3), 6.95 (d, J = 3.63 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.06 (d, J = 8.85 Hz, 2H,
ArH), 7.38 (d, J = 3.66 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.70 (td, J = 7.77, 1.17 Hz, 1H,
ArH-Fu), 7.83 (td, J = 7.65, 1.04 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.90 (d, J =
8.82 Hz, 2H, ArH), 8.00−8.04 (m, 2H, ArH-Fu), 10.37 (s, 1H, NH),

10.48 (s, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for C19H15N3O6: C, 59.84; H,
3.96; N, 11.02. Found: C, 59.85; H, 4.00; N, 11.02.

N-(4-ethoxybenzoyl)-N′-[5-(2′-nitrophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine 3e
(R1 = 4-OEt; R2 = 2-NO2): yellow powdery crystals; yield, 74.3%; mp
172−173 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 1.35 (t, J = 6.98 Hz,
3H, CH3−C-O), 4.11 (q, J = 6.96 Hz, 2H, O−CH2-C), 6.96 (d, J =
3.63 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.04 (d, J = 8.88 Hz, 2H, ArH), 7.39 (d, J = 3.66
Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.69 (td, J = 7.76, 1.36 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.83 (td, J =
7.68, 1.27 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu), 7.89 (dd, J = 6.99, 1.88 Hz, 2H, ArH),
8.00−8.04 (m, 2H, ArH-Fu), 10.36 (s, 1H, NH), 10.49 (s, 1H, NH).
Anal. calcd (%) for C20H17N3O6: C, 60.76; H, 4.33; N, 10.63. Found:
C, 60.50; H, 4.38; N, 10.66.

N-(4-methoxybenzoyl)-N′-[5-(4′-nitrophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine
3f (R1 = 4-OCH3; R

2 = 4-NO2): yellow powdery crystals; yield, 75.1%;
mp 237−238 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 3.84 (s, 3H,
OCH3), 7.07 (d, J = 8.85 Hz, 2H, ArH), 7.40 (d, J = 3.69 Hz, 1H,
FuH), 7.50 (d, J = 3.66 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.92 (d, J = 8.88 Hz, 2H, ArH),
8.24 (d, J = 9.03 Hz, 2H, ArH-Fu), 8.36 (d, J = 9.03 Hz, 2H, ArH-Fu),
10.56 (brs, 2H, NHNH). Anal. calcd (%) for C19H15N3O6: C, 59.84;
H, 3.96; N, 11.02. Found: C, 59.61; H, 3.98; N, 11.33.

Scheme 1. Design Strategy for the Title Compounds
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N-(4-ethoxybenzoyl)-N′-[5-(4′-nitrophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine 3g
(R1 = 4-OEt; R2 = 4-NO2): yellow powdery crystals; yield, 85.2%; mp
252−253 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 1.36 (t, J = 6.96 Hz,
3H, CH3−C-O), 4.12 (q, J = 6.96 Hz, 2H, O−CH2-C), 7.05 (d, J =
8.88 Hz, 2H, ArH), 7.40 (d, J = 3.69 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.50 (d, J = 3.66
Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.91 (d, J = 8.85 Hz, 2H, ArH), 8.24 (d, J = 9.00 Hz,
2H, ArH-Fu), 8.35 (d, J = 9.03 Hz, 2H, ArH-Fu), 10.40 (brs, 1H,
NH), 10.67 (brs, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for C20H17N3O6: C, 60.76;
H, 4.33; N, 10.63. Found: C, 60.75; H, 4.43; N, 10.89.
N-(2-chlorobenzoyl)-N′-[5-(4′-fluorophenyl)-2-furoyl]hydrazine

3h (R1 = 2-Cl; R2 = 4-F): light yellow powdery crystals; yield,
65.1%; mp 191−192 °C. 1H NMR(300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.16
(d, J = 3.57 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.33−7.39 (m, 3H, FuH + 2ArH-Fu),
7.48−7.58 (m, 4H, ArH), 8.05 (dd, J = 8.79, 5.42 Hz, 2H, ArH-Fu),
10.43 (s, 1H, NH), 10.69 (s, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for
C18H12FClN2O3: C, 60.26; H, 3.37; N, 7.81. Found: C, 60.06; H,
3.43; N, 7.96.
Benzaldehyde 5-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-furoyl hydrazone 5a (R1 = H;

R2 = 4-Cl): light yellow needle crystals; mp 188−189 °C. 1H NMR
(300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.26 (d, J = 3.63 Hz, 1H, FuH), 7.41−7.61
(m, 6H, FuH + 2ArH-Fu + 3ArH), 7.74−7.77 (m, 2H, ArH), 7.99−
8.01 (m, 2H, ArH-Fu), 8.53 (s, 1H, CHN), 11.86 (s, 1H, NH).
Anal. calcd (%) for C18H13ClN2O2: C, 66.57; H, 4.03; N, 8.63. Found:
C, 66.44; H, 4.00; N, 8.61.
4-Bromobenzaldehyde-5-(2-chlorophenyl)-2-furoyl hydrazone 5b

(R1 = 4-Br; R2 = 2-Cl): light yellow powdery crystals; mp 189−190 °C.
1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.33 (d, J = 3.69 Hz, 1H, FuH),
7.42−7.56 (m, 3H, FuH + 2ArH-Fu), 7.61−7.74 (m, 5H, 4ArH +
ArH-Fu), 8.15−8.17 (m, 1H, ArH-Fu), 8.50 (s, 1H, CHN), 11.94
(s, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for C18H12BrClN2O2: C, 53.56; H, 3.00;
N, 6.94. Found: C, 53.34; H, 3.19; N, 7.02.
4-Chlorobenzaldehyde-5-(2-fluorophenyl)-2-furoyl hydrazone 5c

(R1 = 4-Cl; R2 = 2-F): white powdery crystals; mp 209−210 °C. 1H
NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.05 (t, J = 3.48 Hz, 1H, ArH-Fu),
7.36−7.56 (m, 6H, 2FuH + 2ArH-Fu + 2ArH), 7.77−7.80 (m, 2H,
ArH), 8.15−8.20 (m, 1H, ArH-Fu), 8.52 (s, 1H, CHN), 11.96 (s,
1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%) for C18H12ClFN2O2: C, 63.08; H, 3.53; N,
8.17. Found: C, 63.22; H, 3.53; N, 8.51.
2-Chlorobenzaldehyde-5-(4-fluorophenyl)-2-furoyl hydrazone 5d

(R1 = 2-Cl; R2 = 4-F): yellow powdery crystals; mp 182−183 °C.
1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6): δ 7.19 (d, J = 3.63 Hz, 1H, FuH),
7.35−7.57 (m, 6H, FuH + 2ArH-Fu + ArH), 8.04−8.07 (m, 3H, ArH +
2ArH-Fu), 8.92 (s, 1H, CHN), 12.08 (s, 1H, NH). Anal. calcd (%)
for C18H12ClFN2O2: C, 63.08; H, 3.53; N, 8.17. Found: C, 63.39; H,
3.65; N, 7.93.
2.2.2. General Procedure for the Synthesis of the Target

Compounds 4 by Conventional Method. The mixture of the
diacylhydrazines 3 (5 mmol) and phosphorus oxychloride (20 mL)

was refluxed for 6−8 h. After it was cooled to room temperature, the
reaction was quenched by addition of ice water. The precipitate was
filtered, washed with water and dried, finally recrystallized from
ethanol to afford the pure 2,5-disubstituted-1,3,4-oxadiazoles 4.

2.2.3. General Procedure for the Synthesis of the Target
Compounds 4 by Microwave Radiation. All reactions were carried
out in a pressure tube, sealed with a Teflon septum. The mixture of the
diacylhydrazines 3 (2 mmol) and phosphorus oxychloride (20 mL)
was taken in the pressure tube. The pressure tube was introduced to
the center of a CEM Discover microwave oven and irradiated for
10 min at 150 W (the reaction temperature was set to 105 °C). After
completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was allowed to cool,
and then, it was poured slowly with stirring into ice water. The
resulting precipitate was filtered, washed with water and dried, and
finally recrystallized from ethanol to afford the corresponding 2,5-
disubstituted-1,3,4-oxadiazoles 4.

2.2.4. General Procedure for the Synthesis of the Target
Compounds 6 and 7 by Conventional Method. The mixture of
the acylhydrazones 5 (2 mmol) and the corresponding anhydrides
(20 mL) was refluxed for 3−4 h. After it was cooled to room tem-
perature, it was poured slowly with stirring into ice water. The
precipitate was filtered, washed with water and dried, and finally
recrystallized from ethanol to produce the pure 1,3,4-oxadiazolines 6
and 7.

2.2.5. General Procedure for the Synthesis of the Target
Compounds 6 and 7 by Microwave Radiation. All reactions were
carried out in a pressure tube, sealed with a Teflon septum. The mixture
of the acylhydrazones 5 (2 mmol) and acetic anhydride or propionic
anhydride (20 mL) was taken in the pressure tube. The pressure tube
was introduced to the center of a CEM Discover microwave oven
and irradiated for 10 min at 150 W (for the solution of acetic anhydride,
the reaction temperature was set to 155 °C; for the solution of acetic
anhydride, the reaction temperature was set to 165 °C). After the
reaction was completed, the reaction mixture was allowed to cool, and
then, it was poured slowly with stirring into ice water. The resulting
precipitate was filtered, washed with water and dried, and finally
recrystallized from ethanol to produce the corresponding 1,3,4-oxadi-
azolines 6 and 7.

All of the title compounds were solid. Their structures were
confirmed by 1H NMR, IR, MS, and elemental analysis. The data are
listed in Tables 1 and 2.

2.3. Bioassays. Using pot culture test according to the references,21,23

the in vivo fungicidal activities of the title compounds against B. cinerea,
Corynespora cassiicola, Cladosporium cucumerinum, and R. solanii were
evaluated in a greenhouse with four commercial fungicides, 40%
Pyrimethanil SC, 75% Chlorothalonil WP, 40% Flusilazole EC, and 3%
Validamycin AS, as controls. All of the strains were conserved in the
Institute of Vegetable and Flowers, Chinese Academy of Agricultural

Scheme 2. General Synthetic Procedure for Title Compounds
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Science (Beijing, China). B. cinerea, C. cassiicola, C. cucumerinum, and
R. solanii were maintained on potato dextrose agar (PDA) medium at
4 °C. The culture plates were cultivated at 24 ± 1 °C. Germination
was conducted by soaking cucumber seeds in water for 2 h at 50 °C
and then keeping the seeds moist for 24 h at 28 °C in an incubator.
When the radicles were 0.5 cm, the seeds were grown in plastic pots
containing a 1:1 (v/v) mixture of vermiculite and peat. Cucumber
plants used for inoculations were at the stage of two seed leaves.
Tested compounds and commercial fungicides were sprayed with a

hand spray on the surface of the seed leaves, which will be inoculated with
B. cinerea, C. cassiicola, C. cucumerinum, and R. solanii at the standard
concentration of 500 μg/mL. Three replicates were used per treatment.
After the leaves were dried, inoculations of C. cassiicola and

C. cucumerinum were carried out by spraying a conidial suspension, and
inoculations of B. cinerea and R. solanii were carried out by spraying
a mycelial suspension. The experiment was repeated three times. After
inoculation, the plants were maintained at 24 ± 1 °C and above 80%
relative humidity.
The fungicidal activity was evaluated when the nontreated cucumber

plant (blank) fully developed symptoms. The area of inoculated treated
leaves covered by disease symptoms was assessed and compared to
that of nontreated ones to determine the average disease index. The
relative control efficacy of compounds compared to the blank assay was
calculated via the following equation:

= − ×I (%) [(CK PT)/CK] 100%

where I is the relative control efficacy, CK is the average disease index
during the blank assay, and PT is the average disease index after treat-
ment during testing.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Synthesis. The synthetic route of title compounds 4, 6,

and 7 is shown in Scheme 2. Title compounds were obtained

from the diacylhydrazines 3 or acylhydrazones 5 by cyclo-
dehydration reaction in the dehydrants phosphorus oxychloride
or anhydride. To establish the general validity of the newly
developed method, several selected one-pot microwave-assisted
syntheses were carried out. This method appeared to be ex-
peditious and economical, with a wide range of applications.
The reaction was found to proceed smoothly under microwave
irradiation within 10 min, whereas 3−8 h was required under
conventional reflux condition in POCl3 or the corresponding
anhydride (Table 3). The products were isolated by simple cold
aqueous workup followed by precipitation and were finally
purified by recrystallization wherever necessary, to afford pure
2,5-disubstituted-1,3,4-oxadiazole (oxadiazolines). The yield was
raised from 8 to 18.6% as compared to the conventional method.
The present method, which was more rapid and simple than the
conventional method, is a good contribution to microwave-
assisted synthetic methodologies.

3.2. Fungicidal Activity. The in vivo fungicidal results of
the compounds against R. solanii, B. cinerea, C. cassiicola, and
C. cucumerinum are listed in Table 4. Not only the title com-
pounds but also the intermediates diacylhydrazine and
acylhydrazone showed promising results in inhibiting the
mycelial growth of the test fungi especially against B. cinerea
and R. solanii at 500 μg/mL. Meanwhile, all of these tested
compounds were found safe for the plants. The comparison of
the fungicidal activity of compounds for four test fungi to those
of commercial fungicides leads to the following conclusions: (a)
Compounds 3c and 4c exhibited a significant inhibition effect
against R. Solanii, and the fungicidal activities (control efficacy
of 95.56 ± 4.05 and 94.38 ± 3.60%) were equal to the active

Table 1. Physical, MS, and Elemental Analysis Data of Title Compounds 4, 6, and 7

elemental analysis (found %)

compd R1 R2 appearance mp (°C) yield (%) MS/ESI m/e (%) C H N

4a 4-Br 2-Cl brown solid 175−176 79.5 424.1[M+Na]+ (53) 53.83 2.51 6.97
402.3[M+H]+ (36) (53.48) (2.55) (7.17)

4b 4-Me 4-Cl light yellow solid 198−199 78.0 359.0[M+Na]+ (40) 67.76 3.89 8.32
337.0[M+H]+ (57) (67.65) (3.91) (8.06)

4c 4-Cl 2-NO2 yellow solid 192−193 76.0 389.8[M+Na]+ (100) 58.79 2.74 11.43
367.9[M+H]+ (43) (58.59) (2.80) (11.14)

4d 4-OMe 2-NO2 yellow solid 150−151 72.0 385.9[M+Na]+ (100) 62.81 3.61 11.57
364.0[M+H]+ (47) (62.53) (3.70) (11.48)

4e 4-OEt 2-NO2 brown solid 155−156 74.0 399.9[M+Na]+ (100) 63.66 4.01 11.14
377.9[M+H]+ (66) (63.42) (4.10) (11.10)

4f 4-OMe 4-NO2 yellow solid 236−237 79.0 364.1[M+H]+ (57) 62.81 3.61 11.57
(62.54) (3.65) (11.45)

4g 4-OEt 4-NO2 yellow solid 214−215 80.2 378.2[M+H]+ (56) 63.66 4.01 11.14
(63.59) (4.11) (11.04)

4h 2-Cl 4-F gray solid 166−167 80.4 341.3[M+H]+ (69) 63.45 2.96 8.22
(63.50) (3.13) (8.01)

6a H 4-Cl yellow solid 169−170 84.6 389.4[M+Na]+(88) 65.49 4.12 7.64
(65.55) (4.14) (7.70)

6b 4-Br 2-Cl light yellow solid 154−155 86.8 468.2[M+Na]+(93) 53.90 3.17 6.29
(53.94) (3.14) (6.17)

6c 4-Cl 2-F light yellow solid 166−167 79.5 407.2[M+Na]+(100) 62.43 3.67 7.28
(62.43) (3.62) (7.56)

6d 2-Cl 4-F white solid 162−163 76.9 407.2[M+Na]+(100) 62.43 3.67 7.28
(62.28) (3.60) (7.44)

7a 4-Br 2-Cl white solid 165−166 84.3 498.9[M+K]+ (6.0) 54.86 3.51 6.09
483.0[M+Na]+ (100) (54.60) (3.62) (6.14)

7b 2-Cl 4-F white solid 175−176 82.8 437.0[M+K]+ (9.7) 63.24 4.04 7.02
421.2[M+Na]+ (100) (63.05) (4.09) (7.03)
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fungicide 3% Validamycin AS (93.68 ± 3.21%). The variances
between pre- and postcyclization had a great effect on the
fungicidal activity against R. solanii. For compound 4, the
activity of most compounds before cyclization was higher than
cyclic 1,3,4-oxadiazoles. For example, the activities of com-
pounds 3a and 3h were 49.42 ± 2.25 and 69.35 ± 3.02%, and
after cyclization, the activities of 4a and 4h were decreased to
−1.16 ± 0.09 and 25.54 ± 1.14%. For compounds 6 and 7, the

activities of cyclic 1,3,4-oxadiazolines were higher than the cor-
responding ring-opening ones. For example, the activity of
compound 5a was 10.20 ± 0.20%, and after cyclizatio, the
activities of 6a and 7a were increased to 69.09 ± 3.00 and
63.87 ± 2.02%. The difference between R1 and R2 also affected
the fungicidal activity against R. solanii. When R2 was 2-NO2,
such as 3c, 3e, 4c, and 4e displayed higher fungicidal activity.
(b) Some compounds exhibited good control efficacy against
B. cinerea (exceeding 70% efficacy rate), which had a higher
activity than 40% Pyrimethanil SC (69.57 ± 3.35%). It was
worthy to note that compounds 3h, 5b, and 4d, whose efficacy
rates were 89.57 ± 3.39, 91.76 ± 3.30, and 92.68 ± 3.46%,
respectively, were found to be much more effective as compared
to the fungicide 40% Pyrimethanil SC (69.57 ± 3.35%) against
B. cinerea. The variances between pre- and postcyclization
had no obvious relationship with the fungicidal activity against
B. cinerea. (c) For C. cassiicola, compounds 3c, 4a, and 4e
exhibited favorable fungicidal activities of 66.09 ± 3.02, 90.59 ±
3.09, and 74.71 ± 4.05%, respectively. Compound 4a had
almost the same activity as that of 75% Chlorothalonil WP
against C. cassiicola (93.53 ± 3.20%). (d) All of the compounds
showed lower effects against C. cucumerinum than the fungicide
40% Flusilazole EC (95.56 ± 3.20%).
The change of the Y moiety in Scheme 1 could bring a

variant of bioactivity. The designed urea derivatives from that of
benzoylphenyl urea (BPU) showed good larvicidal activity.17

When it was changed to the hydrazide and hydrazone moieties,
the bioactive spectra were broadened and not only showed
promising insecticidal activity but also exhibited obvious fungicidal

Table 3. Comparison between Conventional Heating
Method and Microwave-Assisted Method for the Synthesis
of Title Compounds 4, 6, and 7 in Terms of Time and Yield

conventional microwave

compd time (min) yield (%) time (min) yield (%)

4a 480 68.4 10 79.5
4b 360 65.6 10 78.0
4c 420 62.7 10 76.0
4d 480 58.3 10 72.0
4e 480 61.4 10 74.0
4f 420 65.6 10 79.0
4g 480 68.5 10 80.2
4h 480 66.9 10 80.4
6a 210 73.6 10 84.6
6b 180 74.3 10 86.8
6c 210 69.4 10 79.5
6d 210 65.4 10 76.9
7a 240 76.3 10 84.3
7b 210 64.2 10 82.8

Table 4. Fungicidal Activities of Compounds 3−7 against Four Fungus Species at 500 μg/mL in Vivo

control efficacy (%)

compd R1 R2 C. cucumerinum C. cassiicola B. cinerea R. solanii

3a 4-Br 2-Cl 14.20 ± 1.02 8.24 ± 0.75 24.64 ± 2.26 49.42 ± 2.25
3b 4-Me 4-Cl 29.80 ± 2.25 50.87 ± 2.62 4.35 ± 1.10 19.80 ± 1.75
3c 4-Cl 2-NO2 14.44 ± 1.71 66.09 ± 3.02 79.58 ± 4.00 95.56 ± 4.05
3d 4-OMe 2-NO2 2.61 ± 0.42 28.35 ± 2.24 35.50 ± 2.37 56.45 ± 3.20
3e 4-OEt 2-NO2 10.00 ± 2.00 18.82 ± 1.15 −43.27 ± 1.02 78.93 ± 2.25
3f 4-OMe 4-NO2 57.89 ± 3.35 36.36 ± 2.26 29.90 ± 2.03 24.45 ± 1.52
3g 4-OEt 4-NO2 28.35 ± 2.25 38.24 ± 2.38 79.13 ± 3.61 71.90 ± 1.05
3h 2-Cl 4-F 30.32 ± 3.05 34.26 ± 3.12 89.57 ± 3.39 69.35 ± 3.02
4a 4-Br 2-Cl 17.90 ± 1.75 90.59 ± 3.09 −2.61 ± 0.22 −1.16 ± 0.09
4b 4-Me 4-Cl 5.85 ± 0.55 28.24 ± 2.00 42.38 ± 3.02 24.13 ± 1.11
4c 4-Cl 2-NO2 17.20 ± 2.13 15.17 ± 2.05 −30.02 ± 1.02 94.38 ± 3.60
4d 4-OMe 2-NO2 15.00 ± 2.23 48.61 ± 3.02 92.68 ± 3.46 48.48 ± 4.05
4e 4-OEt 2-NO2 8.89 ± 1.10 74.71 ± 4.05 33.75 ± 1.62 65.58 ± 4.05
4f 4-OMe 4-NO2 12.35 ± 1.15 10.59 ± 1.15 47.83 ± 3.02 −3.97 ± 0.75
4g 4-OEt 4-NO2 16.48 ± 2.03 25.49 ± 2.02 77.78 ± 4.03 63.47 ± 2.03
4h 2-Cl 4-F 7.78 ± 1.14 27.94 ± 2.11 76.52 ± 4.11 25.54 ± 1.14
5a H 4-Cl −8.10 ± 0.75 50.78 ± 2.25 11.00 ± 0.00 10.20 ± 0.20
5b 4-Br 2-Cl 19.75 ± 1.74 28.79 ± 2.10 91.76 ± 3.30 57.85 ± 2.02
5c 4-Cl 2-F 37.30 ± 3.02 −3.05 ± 0.95 27.00 ± 1.60 −5.20 ± 0.15
5d 2-Cl 4-F −22.00 ± 1.15 13.87 ± 2.07 72.00 ± 2.00 8.00 ± 0.20
6a 4-Br 2-Cl 45.61 ± 3.05 35.29 ± 2.12 70.71 ± 3.35 69.09 ± 3.00
6b 4-Br 2-Cl 16.67 ± 2.01 32.03 ± 1.15 23.23 ± 2.11 14.30 ± 1.14
6c 4-Cl 2-F 31.11 ± 2.01 28.85 ± 2.20 18.89 ± 2.25 66.28 ± 2.65
6d 2-Cl 4-F 40.00 ± 3.20 28.72 ± 2.26 76.28 ± 4.06 31.03 ± 2.11
7a 4-Br 2-Cl 23.98 ± 2.11 41.18 ± 3.01 13.91 ± 1.19 63.87 ± 2.02
7b 2-Cl 4-F 31.48 ± 2.65 46.75 ± 2.62 −24.90 ± 1.12 52.33 ± 1.25
acetone (control) 3.18 ± 0.75 5.23 ± 0.88 1.53 ± 0.21 2.22 ± 0.79
fungicidesa 95.56 ± 3.20 a 93.53 ± 3.20 b 69.57 ± 3.35 c 93.68 ± 3.21 d

aControl fungicides: a, 40% Flusilazole EC; b, 75% Chlorothalonil WP; c, 40% Pyrimethanil SC; and d, 3% Validamycin AS.

Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry Article

dx.doi.org/10.1021/jf303807a | J. Agric. Food Chem. 2012, 60, 11649−1165611654



and antitumor activities.18,19 In the present work, while the
hydrazide and hydrazone were cyclodehydrated to the corre-
sponding 1,3,4-oxadiazole and oxadiazoline derivatives, the in vivo
fungicidal activity was maintained. Especially, when Y was 1,3,4-
oxadiazoline, its activity was improved to a certain extent. The
evaluation of the further fungicidal bioassay and other tests about
the bioactive spectra is under going.
In summary, a novel series of 1,3,4-oxadiazole derivatives

containing a 5-phenyl-2-furan moiety were synthesized by an
efficient approach with microwave irradiation in good yields.
Their antifungal tests indicated that most of the title compounds
and the intermediates diacylhydrazine and acylhydrazone
showed fungicidal activity obviously against B. cinerea and
R. solanii at 500 μg/mL in vivo. Meanwhile, all of the tested
compounds were found safe for the plants. Among the tested
compounds, some showed superiority over the commercial
fungicides during the present studies. These compounds could
be lead compounds for further discovery of fungicides.
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